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serving in the Army Medical Corps as a bri-
gade surgeon, stationed in the First Infantry 
Division at Fort Riley in Kansas. He then de-
ployed to Germany and was later awarded an 
Army Achievement Medal for his role in the 
defense of the Rock Island Arsenal during a 
violent protest in 1985. Among his other deco-
rations is the Army Service Ribbon and the 
Overseas Service Ribbon. 

The selflessness Mr. West demonstrated in 
the U.S. Army continues with his service to his 
community. He started a nonprofit organization 
for abused and neglected children, SouthWest 
Kids, and has been involved in coaching youth 
sports in Southlake for over two decades. 

Mr. West’s service is consistent with the fin-
est traditions of the United States Army and 
reflects great credit upon himself, the State of 
Texas, and the United States of America. 
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Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to honor Jawan Strader, 
Emmy award winning television news anchor. 

A native of Indianapolis, Indiana, Jawan 
Strader is an Emmy award-winning journalist 
and anchor of NBC 6 News South Florida and 
host of Voices with Jawan Strader, a commu-
nity affairs show dedicated to the black com-
munity and the disenfranchised. 

Bringing more than 20 years of experience 
covering the most impactful stories, Jawan 
Strader has reached into the homes of South 
Floridians, touching their hearts and lives. Mr. 
Strader has won a number of Emmy awards, 
including one for anchoring and his coverage 
of the heartbreaking Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School massacre in Parkland, Flor-
ida. He also covered the Hollywood Hills nurs-
ing home deaths of 12 senior citizens fol-
lowing Hurricane Irma and his field anchoring 
has taken him to Havana, Cuba for President 
Obama’s visit; Orlando for the Pulse nightclub 
shooting. He was the only South Florida an-
chor covering the shooting of Black church 
members in Charleston, South Carolina. In 
2018, the Miami New Times recognized 
Strader as the Best News Anchor in South 
Florida. In 2016, Strader received the Media 
Excellence award from CCNN Live for Best 
News Anchor. He has also received the award 
of distinction for Media Coverage of Public 
Education by the education fund of Miami- 
Dade. Legacy Magazine named Strader one 
of South Florida’s most powerful and influen-
tial black people. 

Mr. Strader is a long time Role Model in the 
5000 Role Models of Excellence Project. He is 
also a mentor to a number of young journalists 
and member of the National Association of 
Black journalists, 100 Black Men of South 
Florida, and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
He received his Bachelor of Arts in Journalism 
from Indiana University Bloomington. 
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Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and celebrate the 200th anniver-
sary of the diplomatic binational relationship 
between the United States and Mexico. On 
December 12, 1822, Mexican envoy José 
Manuel Zozaya y Bermúdez presented his dip-
lomatic credentials to U.S. President James 
Monroe. In the two centuries since, we have 
strengthened the robust strategic and diplo-
matic relationship between our two countries. 
The United States and Mexico remain united 
through deep bonds of friendship and partner-
ship that have helped make our shared con-
tinent one of the most prosperous regions in 
the world. 

Madam Speaker, I am particularly proud of 
the pioneering role my hometown of Riverside, 
California has played in this key diplomatic re-
lationship. Riverside is proud to have two Sis-
ter Cities in Mexico—Cuautla, Morelos and 
Ensenada, Baja California Norte. The relation-
ship between Riverside and our two sister cit-
ies is grounded in both art and cultural ex-
changes and public safety partnerships, fos-
tering impactful dialogue and information shar-
ing. 

I commend the International Relations 
Council of Riverside for their commitment to 
facilitating these sister-city relationships and 
strengthening our region’s global ties. IRC Riv-
erside brings world leaders and dignitaries to 
our community, providing students and local 
business leaders with the opportunity to inter-
act with and learn about people from our sister 
cities through citizen diplomacy. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the cities of 
Cuautla and Ensenada for their continued 
commitment and partnership with Riverside 
and their dedication to strengthening the im-
portant binational diplomatic relationship be-
tween our two countries. I know that this rela-
tionship will continue to grow and prosper in 
the years to come. 
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Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the rich life of Edward ‘Ed’ V. 
Morris of Niantic Village, East Lyme, Con-
necticut. Aged 97, Ed departed from this earth 
peacefully on November 23rd, 2022. Ed was a 
giant within East Lyme and the surrounding 
community, and his passing forces a farewell 
upon us to a member of the greatest genera-
tion. 

Born and raised in Hartford, Connecticut, Ed 
purposed his life toward strengthening his 
Connecticut roots and influencing opinions and 
decisions throughout the region. Though this 
is central to the arc of his life, it is worth ac-
knowledging that immediately upon turning 

age 18, Ed heeded our nation’s call to action 
and honorably served in the U.S. Army in the 
South Pacific Theatre during World War II. Ed 
was deservedly very proud of that service and 
over the years, he was a regular at the East 
Lyme Memorial Day Parade, wearing his garri-
son cap. 

When Ed returned to Harford in 1946 after 
the war, he wasted no time in picking up right 
where he left off at age 17 pursuing his pas-
sion to work in the newspaper business. He 
returned to his first place of work, the Hartford 
Times, setting off on what would become a 
loyal 25 year long career with the agency until 
it, unfortunately, closed in 1971. Ever the 
adaptive, dedicated soul, Ed kept with his pas-
sion for circulating news, continuing his work 
with other local productions including the Hart-
ford Courant and then the Manchester Journal 
Inquirer, before impressively retiring at age 70. 

Ed’s decades of experience in local jour-
nalism dovetailed with another passion of his, 
connecting with his community. In committing 
so wholly to his humble, meaningful line of 
work, Ed became a reliable and known per-
sonality amongst clientele, vendors, and small 
businesses alike. Whether delivering informa-
tion to the local diner or neighborhood store-
front, he kept up with the local conversation, 
becoming a direct conduit and invaluable 
source for reporters at every agency he 
worked for. 

Equipped with such a gregarious personality 
and having developed such a knack for keep-
ing an ear to the beat of the town, it is no sur-
prise that he transferred his experience into 
political leadership. Outside of the newspaper 
industry and well into retirement, Ed utilized 
his spare time to push for greater community 
involvement and gather feedback on improving 
the region from his neighbors. He was a 
known presence, particularly in East Lyme, 
having served for years between roles includ-
ing the Board of Selectman, Chairman of the 
Democratic Town Committee and the rep-
resentative for the 20th district of the Demo-
cratic State Central Committee. 

Madam Speaker, I can personally attest to 
the strength of Ed’s character and outgoing, 
friendly personality, each of which we will not 
soon forget. It is an honor to know and rep-
resent constituents of the Second District, like 
Ed, who have been so purposeful in growing 
their personal and familial ties to our state. 

Though we mourn this incredible loss, we 
can find appreciation that his memory and leg-
acy will live on through his family as well as 
the countless number of individuals who knew 
him personally. He is specifically survived by 
his children, Brian and Christine Morris of 
Glastonbury, Connecticut, Pamela Seibert of 
Wakefield, Massachusetts, Richard ‘Dick’ Mor-
ris and his wife Deborah of East Lyme, as well 
as his grandchildren and much larger ex-
tended family who reside throughout Con-
necticut and Massachusetts. Dick Morris in 
fact followed in his father’s footsteps as a 
community leader serving as Fire Marshal of 
the East Lyme Fire Department. As we memo-
rialize his near century’s worth of service to 
our region and the nation, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in paying tribute 
to Ed Morris, codifying his name and life well- 
lived. 
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